Problem Description 
------------------- 

Your database is down and when you are trying to startup the database 
from SVRMGR. You receive the following errors in the "alert_<SID>.log" file: 


$ svrmgrl 

SVRMGR> connect internal 

SVRMGR> startup 

ORA-470: LGWR process terminated with error 

In the alert log: 

Fri Dec 24 17:03:04 1999 
Errors in file /ora_dump/ent_dw/logs/bdump/lgwr_3104.trc: 
ORA-07445: exception encountered: core dump [11] [15] [0] [0] [] [] 
Fri Dec 24 17:03:06 1999 
ORA-470 signalled during: alter database open 
... 
Fri Dec 24 17:03:42 1999 
Instance terminating due to error 470 
Instance terminated by PMON, pid = 3097 


Solution Description 
-------------------- 

You need to recreate the controlfile will a smaller value for 
MAXLOGHISTORY. Right now it is 65535. Set it to ,say, 5000 
in the control file creation script and recreate the control 
file. 

Perform the following steps: 

SVRMGR> connect internal 

SVRMGR> shutdown immediate 

SVRMGR> startup mount 

SVRMGR> alter database backup controlfile to trace; 

SVRMGR> show parameter user_ 

Go to the directory specified in USER_DUMP_DEST parameter for 
the last trace file based on time stamp. You may type "ls -l" 
at OS prompt in that directory to find the correct trace file. 

Open the trace file in "vi" and delete all the rows before the 
line STARTUP NOMOUNT and save it as, say, CRCTL.SQL. 

Also, change the value of MAXLOGHISTORY from 65535 to 5000 or 
even less. 

SVRMGR> connect internal 

SVRMGR> select name from v$controlfile; 

SVRMGR> ! 
$ 

Move the controlfiles to some other name using "mv" command. 

$ exit 

SVRMGR> shutdown immediate 

SVRMGR> @CRCTL.SQL 

This will recreate the control file with new value for 
MAXLOGHISTORY and open up the database. 

For example, 

SVRMGR> select * from DBA_DATA_FILES; 

If this command returns some rows then your database is up and 
running. 


Explanation 
----------- 

MAXLOGHISTORY determines the maximum number of archived redo log 
files information that will be kept in the control file for 
automatic media recovery with Oracle OPS option and also 
Oracle determines space requirement in the control file for archived 
redo log files based on the value of this parameter. 

The archive log history can be queried on V$LOG_HISTORY view. 

This parameter has been reported not to start databases in many 
platforms and is useful only on OPS configuration with the database 
running in ARCHIVELOG mode. 

This has been fixed in Oracle 8.0.6. 




